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The Great East Japan Earthquake on March 11, 2011 was followed by a tsunami
that completely covered Yuriage Port, almost reaching the Natori Performing Arts
Center. Powered by its emergency generator, the Arts Center became a beacon
for the dark city that night, housing approximately 1,300 refugees. Only suffering
minimal damage, it continued to protect 400 refugees until temporary housing
was completed nearby. The Center's repairs finished in time for memorial services
held the following year.

Receiving the tragic news of the earthquake and tsunami, the Reinhard and Sonja
Ernst Foundation from Germany proposed to work with Maki and Associates and
donate a community center to the City of Natori. The site of this pro-bono project
is the Arts Center garden, located near the center of temporary housing clusters
built since the disaster struck. "Haus der Hoffnung" (House of Hope) opened here
in November of 2012, celebrated by elderly groups and local children alike. It is
our hope that Haus der Hoffnung continues to serve as a valuable community as-
set and a symbol of ongoing recovery efforts in Natori and beyond.

Map showing tsunami levels along the
coast near Sendai and Natori. Darker
areas indicate more damage.
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Top: Natori Performing Arts Center
Bottom: Foyer housing local refugees

Natori Mayor Isoo Sasaki and Rein-
hard Ernst at one-year anniversary
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Aerial view of Haus der Hoffnung
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Accommodation of functions Creation of spaces via the amalgamation Enclosure of the unit group with walls
in small spaces of individual units and roofs to create a larger facility
(bathroom, break room, etc.) (festival, market etc.) (assembly hall, day care center, etc.)
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In considering the design of Haus der Hoff-
nung, the Maki team examined how to design
a community center that would offer a gather-
ing space for the displaced refugees (to assist
the recovery process), while also keeping in
mind the various types of communities that
existed before the earthquake.

Our concept is based on a small, independent
unit that can be composed in groups to host
a variety of functions and scales required for
the recovery process. Functions such as bath-
rooms, storage spaces, and counseling rooms
are constructed as single units. Functions
such as day care centers and assembly halls
can be created by combining such units. This
system allows for facilities to be constructed
in phases or to transform according to circum-
stances.

A place of gathering simultaneously requires
both small spaces for individuals and large
spaces for groups, and their co-existence
yields inviting spaces that can host various
activities unique to each locale. Haus der
Hoffnung is a community center composed
using this spatial concept. It is our hope that
the facility continues to serve the community
even after it returns to a recovered state.
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Entry from the Arts Center

Exterior terrace animated by murals
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Haus der Hoffnung is a single-storey wooden structure con-
sisting of small volumes nested under circular and crescent-
shaped roofs. The walled volumes contain functions such
as a counseling room, a play room, a tatami room, and a
kitchenette, and together they help support the roof struc-
ture. The exterior walls of the small volumes are animated
by three mosaic-tiled murals replicating drawings created
by children in Germany and nearby Yuirage. The two roofs,
supported by the walled volumes and V-shaped columns,
create a dynamic space with a height of 6.2m at its apex. By
reducing the peripheral height to 2.25m, the roofs create a
tall, open space that still connotes a sense of scale.

The circular roof encloses a multi-purpose room that houses
gatherings, concerts, and skits and can be combined with
the play room and tatami room to be used as a single large
space. The crescent roof encloses an outdoor terrace that
can be used together with the Arts Center garden and
wooden deck terrace in fair weather. Interior and exterior,
enclosed and open, large and small, quiet and active, cen-
tripetal and centrifugal—spaces of various characteristics
are housed under this single, symbolic roof. It is our hope
that these spaces serve as a “Haus (house)” that extends a
warm welcome to all age groups.
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Relief installed on play room wall
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The wall of the play room is animated with a relief titled "Hand
in Hand" by artist Jennifer Paul. It was specifically designed
for Haus der Hoffnung and donated to the City of Natori by
the Reinhard and Sonja Ernst Foundation on the first year
anniversary of the building opening. The relief consists of
two parts—one of which is kept at the Ernst Foundation, the
other at Haus der Hoffnung.

Multi-purpose room used for after-school studies

The furniture and piano were donated to the City with the building via the generous coflaboration of the Kazuko Fujie Aeier,
TENDO, and YAMAHA.
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Evening view of Haus der Hoffnung from the Arts Center garden
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Since its opening, Haus der Hoffnung has hosted a variety
of events by local organizations as well as volunteer groups
from other prefectures, such as stage skits and story-telling
events.

Haus der Hoffnung and Arts Center viewed from the south parking lot
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PROJECT DATA

HAUS DER HOFFNUNG #¥ DR
520 Yanagida, Masuda, Natori, Miyagi Prefecture, Japan

Site Area:

Building Area:

Total Floor Area:
Structural System:
Number of Floors:
Building Height:
Design Period:
Construction Period:

Donor:
Owner:

Design Architect:

Structural Engineers:

27,556 square meters
428 square meters

234 square meters
Wood construction

1 storey

6.9 meters

July 2011 - April 2012
May 2012 - October 2012

Reinhard and Sonja Ernst Foundation

City of Natori

Maki and Associates

Principal Fumihiko Maki

Directors Tomoyoshi Fukunaga
Iwao Shida

Tatsutomo Hasegawa
Michel van Ackere
Yuki Yamada

Yasuko Okuyama
Masahiro lkawa
Yasutaka Fujie

Mikio Koshihara, KAP

MEP Engineers: Sogo Setsubi Consulting

Landscape: Studio On Site

Contractor: Sato Kogyo

Brochure Design & Layout: Maki and Associates
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